
 

 

[Message from Nicole Foster Woollatt—NWLC President ] 
 

I’m thrilled that we are launching our first National Women’s Liberal Commission e-newsletter! 
 

Many of you have spoken to me about the need for greater communications within the NWLC so this e-newsletter will 

be an important tool for us to stay in touch. 
 

We are also launching a new NWLC logo and re-launching our Web site.  Check out the new and improved 

www.nwlc-clfn.ca!  These tools will allow us to more effectively communicate key messages as well as highlight 

women candidates and NWLC activities. 
 

Planning is underway for a national leadership conference and campaign college for Liberal women in September to 

be held in Ottawa.  So please save the date of Sept 22-23!  This will be an important event for nominated candidates but 

if you are considering the idea of running in the future or want to be more active within the Party then this conference 

is for you too.  This will be a great opportunity for learning as well as getting to know other women in the Party and 

building those all-important networks. 
 

I want to ensure that we are building capacity and filling the pipelines to 

power with amazing Liberal women. 
 

This is a time of great momentum toward increasing women’s participation in  

public life and there is a lot of opportunity for our Commission to be playing 

an active role.  A big part of that momentum is because of Stéphane Dion’s 

commitment to ensure that at least 33% of Liberal candidates in the next elec-

tion will be women.  I have always believed that gender is relevant in politics.  

Increasing the number of Liberal women elected to the House of Commons is 

a priority for our Leader and it is the number one priority for the NWLC.  
 

This is an exciting time of renewal for our Commission and there is more to 

come. 
 
 

 

[Save this date] 
  
NWLC National Women’s Campaign College 
 

Tentative: September 22-23, 2007 in Ottawa 
 

The NWLC is planning a National Women’s Campaign College in Ottawa, 

the weekend of September  22-23, 2007.  This event will also include a Judy 

LaMarsh fundraiser on Saturday evening.   
 

To obtain additional information, please visit our Web site at 

http://www.nwlc-clfn.ca/default_e.aspx 
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[A Part of Herstory : The First Liberal 

Women’s Club] 

By Michelle Simson, OWLC President 
 
In 1913, headed by Nellie Rowell, a group of Liberal women in Toronto 

came together to organize a new and (for that time) unique organization.  

 

Four years before Ontario women gained the right to vote, Nellie Rowell created the Toronto Women's Liberal 

Association.  Her husband, Newton Rowell (who had declared his support for women's suffrage in 1912, before it 

was official Liberal Party policy) and Sir Wilfred Laurier, then Leader of the federal Liberals, drew up the first 

TWLA Constitution. Nell was elected President, was subsequently re-elected and served as Honorary President 

for 22 years. 

Additional Women's Liberal Associations began to spring up and in 1914, Lady Aberdeen suggested that the    

Ontario Women's Liberal Association (OWLA) be “formed to give central direction to newly organized local 

women's clubs which were scattered throughout the province.”  The purpose of the Association being “to form 

more clubs; to promote a knowledge of sound Liberal principles; to dispense literature helpful for programme 

material, and to assist in securing speakers.”  

 

Before women’s suffrage was achieved, Nell Rowell founded the TWLA and OWLA to provide women with an 

opportunity for women to participate in politics.   

 

Today, the Toronto Women's Liberal Commission numbers 36 dedicated Liberal women, working within their 

ridings towards a common goal - to encourage women's participation within the Party and helping to facilitate the 

election of women to the House of Commons. The current  president, 

Mary Harlan, has been active within the Party for many years and the 

immediate past President, Diana Weatherall, recently relocated to  

Kingston, Ontario and immediately continued their valuable work by 

founding a new regional club for women in Eastern Ontario. The  

committment and dedication of this club to the Liberal Party will    

ensure they celebrate a century of contribution to the advancement of 

women in the Party and will continue to serve as an inspiration to 

other clubs across the country. 
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[Contest] 
We need a great title for our NWLC 

newsletter so we’ve decided to 

launch the “Name the Newsletter 

Contest”.  All entries must be sub-

mitted to mtrottier@liberal.ca prior 

to July 16, 2007.  Your entry can be 

in English and/or French. A prize 

will be awarded to the winner. 
 



 

 [How the Conservative Budget Let Down    

Canadians] 
 

By Belinda Stronach, MP (Newmarket-Aurora) and Chair of Liberal 

Women’s Caucus 
 

The untold story of the Conservative budget is that despite runaway 

spending on everything from lacrosse to truckers’ lunches, despite all the 

spin-cycle gloss about aiding families, shockingly little was done to address 

the plight of the poorest Canadians. Despite its claims, the government 

failed to make even a half-hearted investment in reducing poverty. 
 

This budget is about helping families, the Finance Minister told the House 

of Commons. But the reality doesn’t match the rhetoric. Most families will 

receive little meaningful assistance beyond a token tax credit or two (and 

many won’t get even that). And the poorest Canadians, especially those 

who are women, were all but neglected. 
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Surely the goal of any progressive government must be to help its citizens 

out of poverty. This ennobles the individuals and improves the national 

life. It benefits governments, too, by helping the recipients of aid become 

the payers of income taxes. In the budget, the Conservatives offer lip ser-

vice to helping raise up the poorest Canadians. But they either choose to ignore or fail to understand the challenges 

that confront those who live in poverty, and the measures that would actually make a positive difference and     

promote lasting change.  
 

For instance, Jim Flaherty introduced the Working Income Tax Benefit, a refundable tax credit intended to help low 

income women and men move from social assistance to work by lowering the “welfare wall.” This is a noble and 

important goal. But the benefit provides a maximum of $500 to single Canadians and $1,000 to families. This is 

wholly insufficient to accomplish the goal of helping people to escape poverty - the cost of child care alone, a cost to 

be borne by many parents who would enter the work force, would far exceed the tax benefit. Government can’t do 

it all, nor should it. But there is a progressive role it must play if we are ever to become a truly just society in which 

all Canadians share in our collective success.  Consider, for instance, that Aboriginal Canadians represent the     

fastest growing segment of our population, and the segment that faces some of the most significant obstacles to  

escaping poverty. Yet the government followed its decision to turn its back on the important Kelowna Accord by 

remaining all but silent on Aboriginal needs in the budget. The cycle of poverty in these communities seems       

destined to continue. But more distressing is the government’s decision to favour tax credits, which are of no use to 

the 25% of men and 39% of women across our country whose income already results in zero tax liability. They gain 

nothing from such credits, even though they are, far and away, the Canadians who need assistance the most.  
 

Take, for instance, one of the flagship provisions in the budget - the new Child Tax Credit. It was sold as a $310 

windfall for parents. But single parents, most of whom are women, who have incomes at or near the poverty line 

will see no benefit - not a penny - from this initiative. Meanwhile, the Conservative government has scrapped a 

government program that would have truly helped in the lives of low-income Canadians - the national early learn-

ing and child care system, which promised quality, affordable care. Again, the cycle of poverty goes on. The true 

colours of a government can be seen in the manner in which it treats the less fortunate, the disadvantaged, those 

whose place in our society is not one of comfort but of need. By this measure, the Harper government has, with its 

second budget, failed our most vulnerable citizens. 

Chair of Liberal Women’s Caucus, 
Belinda Stronach and the first democ-
ratically elected female president in  

Africa, Ellen Sirleaf - Johnson  



 

 

From left – Brigitte Lagacé, Gatineau 

Women’s Club President, Iris Almeida-

Côté, President QWLC,  Hon. Stéphane 

Dion and Marina Lessard, NWLC VP, QC 

[Comings & Goings: What We’ve Been Up to]  
 

NWLC National Executive Meeting 

By Monique Trottier, Manager of Commissions 
 

Since the election of a new national executive in December, a lot of ground-

work has been laid for new Commission initiatives such as the new logo, web 

site and this newsletter. 
 

The national executive met in Ottawa in February 2007 to map out a work 

plan for the year.  That meeting included the participation of the Leader, our 

Party president, Senator Marie Poulin, representatives from Liberal women’s 

caucus, Women Candidate Search Director Linda Julien, and the National 

Director of the Party, Jamie Carroll.  Plans for the year have an emphasis on 

election readiness to ensure that the Commission is supporting female candi-

dates with training materials, events, and networking opportunities.  Plans 

are also being made to expand our communications with women’s club presi-

dents.  
 

On the Friday evening, members met at  Nicole Foster Woollatt’s  home for 

some savoury Indian fare and were joined by the Hon. Stéphane Dion and 

his wife Ms. Janine Krieber.  Mr. Dion spoke passionately of his commitment 

to have 33% of women candidates for the next election.  
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Ontario Women’s Liberal Commission (OWLC) – Campaign College 
By Eileen Shuchat, VP Communications 
 

The winter months were busy ones for the OWLC as plans were made to host their first campaign college for women 

on February 24th  in Toronto. 
 

The campaign college was a tremendous success with over 70 attendees and over 30 speakers presenting on:  How to 

Build an Organization, Politics and the Family, Campaign Finance and Elections Canada, Fundraising, How to be a 

Female Candidate and much more.  There was a working lunch, Q&A periods and a cocktail reception to close out the 

day.  Each participant received a  program/election manual which included many of the presentations they’d seen 

throughout the day.  
 

Since the campaign college, the organizers have heard from many of 

the participants who have won their nominations and are now    

actively working on their campaigns.  In an ongoing effort to con-

tinue to offer female candidates the support they need, there will be 

a networking event to bring together new candidates with current 

female Liberal MPs who are seeking re-election.  Stay tuned for   

details! 



 

 

NBWLA AGM 
By Claudette Trewin, NBWLA  

President 
 

The NB Liberal Women’s Association 

held their Annual General Meeting 

on May 25-26, 2007 in Sussex. Invited 

guests were Nicole Foster Woollatt, 

Linda Julien  and Nancy Girard.  The 

meeting was a big success with over 

125 participants. 

Comings & Goings  (continued from Page 4) 
 

BCWLC AGM 
By Betty Gilbert, BCWLC President 
 

The British Columbia Women’s Liberal Commission held their Annual 

General Meeting in Sun Peaks on April 21, 2007.  The well-attended         

meeting elected a new executive which will be led by new president Betty    

Gilbert. 
 

The Hon. Hedy Fry was the guest speaker and Liberal Leader in the Senate, 

Senator Céline Hervieux-Payette, also contributed to the discussion that 

followed.    
 

There was incredible enthusiasm and energy at the Judy LaMarsh Breakfast 

the next morning with Judy Higginbotham, our candidate for South       

Surrey-White Rock, as the MC.  Nancy Coldham, President of the JLM 

Fund gave an energetic and inspiring address on the fund and the legacy of 

Judy LaMarsh.  A “hat” was passed around and approximately $700 was 

collected for the fund. 
 

Following the AGM, many eager individuals have come forward to        

encourage women to get involved and support their success.  Hedy Fry has 

also been holding weekly conference calls to mentor female candidates. 
 

Janine Krieber Alberta Tour 
By Bryndis Whitson, NWLC VP, AB/WA/NU 
 

“What woman can’t resist a two-for-one deal?” asked the invitation to a 

Sunset Reception with Janine Krieber, during her recent tour to Alberta.  

Janine is the lovely wife of Liberal Party leader Stéphane Dion.   
 

It was a busy, packed, informative, and fun trip to Calgary, Lethbridge, and 

Edmonton on May 17 – 20, 2007.  Calgary began with a breakfast hosted by 

Mary Axworthy of the City of Calgary, then to the Calgary Seniors          

Resource Centre, the Colonel Belcher Veterans Care Facility, the University 

of Calgary, a barbeque with Calgary Liberals, and finally a Sunset           

Reception for women, at the home of Kathy Hays.   
 

The next day, Janine did a brief stop on the local Breakfast Television show, 

met with the candidate in Macleod, then headed down to Lethbridge for 

baking dog biscuits, a barbeque, and finally a sleepover for area women at 

Diane King’s house. 
 

After a great time in Lethbridge, Janine drove 500 km to Edmonton where 

she spoke at a Potluck, with a brief stop at the Tim Horton’s in Red Deer 

and ending in Rosalind for a second sleepover hosted by Chitra Campbell.  
 

It was a busy three days, with no one leaving an event disappointed and 

the significant discussions about women in politics were energetic.  The 

women in Alberta thank Janine for coming and look forward to her return! 

LEFT TO RIGHT: Aurela Landry, Secretary; 

Stacy Rafferty, 2nd V-P; Tony Barry, NBWLA 

Executive Director; Claudette Trewin, President; 

Irene Lewis, 1st VP; Judy Gautreau, Treasurer 

NB Premier Shawn Graham, Claudette Trewin,  

Nicole Foster Woollatt and Linda Julien 
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[Searching, Recruiting and Supporting Women 

as Liberal Candidates]  
By Linda Julien, Women Candidate Search Director 

  

Our Leader Stéphane Dion made a strong public commitment to field "a 

minimum of 33% female candidates in the next election and continuing to 

increase their representation in subsequent elections until at least 50% is 

achieved."  With a population comprising 52% women, Canada’s democ-

racy requires more women in politics to contribute to our identity of    

equality and shared common values. 
 

We are taking a proactive approach to ensure there are more women on the 

ballot in the next election and we have a large scale effort underway to    

recruit, empower and encourage women candidates.  Since assuming my 

position as Women Candidate Search Director, hundreds of women have 

contacted us to express an interest in becoming candidates or being         

associated with the Liberal Party of Canada. The great majority have come 

forward because of our new Leader, Stéphane Dion, and the confidence and 

optimism he inspires. 
 

I am happy to report that the entire Party is committed to reaching this   

objective, from the Party President, Senator Marie Poulin, to all of our     

Provincial/Territorial Election Readiness Co-chairs, the entire Liberal     

Caucus, the NWLC and all Party officers and staff. It is so encouraging.  
 

To each of our women candidates and to those who were not successful in 

winning the nomination contests, thank you for taking up this challenge 

and enriching our Party with your interest and dedication.  
 

We are committed to ensuring that we reach our target of 33% women    

candidates in the next federal election and we’re well on our way to   

achieving it. 
 

We are still recruiting candidates to seek the nomination in some ridings. If 

you think you're interested in being a candidate for the Liberal Party of 

Canada, please contact me at: ljulien@liberal.ca or at 514-260-1188 or        

514-609-7585. 
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National Executive Members 
 

President  Nicole Foster Woollatt 

VP, Atlantic and  

President, NS   Sharon Davis 

VP, Québec   Marina Lessard 

VP, Ontario   Nikki Macdonald 

VP, SK/MB   Joan Kennedy 

VP, AB/WA/NU  Bryndis Whitson 

VP, BC/YK   Paige Gibson 

President, PE   Dianne Porter 

President, NFL   Ruby Batstone 

President, NB   Claudette Trewin 

President, QC   Iris Almeida-Côté 

President, ON   Michelle Simson 

President, MB   Becky McEachern 

President, SK   Jennifer Pereira 

President, AB   Tamara Kozlowska 

President, BC   Betty Gilbert 

President, YK   Patricia Cunning 

Rep, YLC   Jenna McGrath 

Rep, APC   Valerie Galley 

JLM Fund   Nancy Coldham 

NWLC Manager Monique Trottier 

[Future Issues] 
 

Do you have any stories or news you’d like to share with Liberal women?  

We would be happy to publish your article in subsequent issues of our 

NWLC Newsletter. Please send submissions to Monique Trottier at        

mtrottier@liberal.ca                     
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[Upcoming Events] 
 

Red Bras Rock 

Friday, June 8, 2007 

8:00 pm 

331 Tobin Crescent 

Saskatoon, SK 
 

Refreshments, appetizers, door prizes. Proceeds benefit female candidates in  

Saskatoon and Breast Cancer Research. For more information contact Jennifer  

Pereira at j.pereira@thinkrsplaw.com 

 

JLM Fund Strawberry Social 

Manitoba Women’s Liberal Commission 

Wednesday, June 20, 2007 

7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 

Radisson Hotel 

288 Portage Avenue 

Tickets: $50 each 

Special Guest Speaker: Hon. Senator Sharon Carstairs 
 

For more information contact Becky McEachern at 204-775-0381, or 

beckymc1@mts.net 

 

Québec Women’s Campaign College 

Tentative Date: July 7, 2007 

Location: Académie Marie-Claire, Kirkland, QC 
 

For additional information, please contact Linda Julien at ljulien@liberal.ca, 514-260-1188, 514-609-7585 or  

Caroline Savic at caroline.savic@rexel.ca, 514-862-4246 

  

NWLC National Women’s Campaign College 

Tentative Date: September 22-23, 2007 

Location: Ottawa 

 

The NWLC is planning a National Women’s Campaign College in Ottawa, the weekend of September 22-23, 2007.  This 

event will also include a Judy LaMarsh fundraiser on Saturday evening.   

 

For updates, please visit our Web site at http://www.nwlc-clfn.ca/default_e.aspx 

[The NWLC Enters the 
21st Century] 

 

Check our new and improved web site 

at www.nwlc-clfn.ca.  You can also now 

find the NWLC on Facebook. 



 

 

inception. Dr. Carolyn Bennett previously contributed $10,000.  We are encouraging other 

past candidates to consider following this precedent.  
 

Who is Judy LaMarsh?  She broke barriers becoming the first federal female Liberal Cabinet 

Minister in 1963 when Lester B. Pearson did something no previous Liberal Prime Minister 

had done. He asked a woman to enter his cabinet with a senior portfolio responsibility.  She 

earned it. It wasn’t a token gesture. It was a special invitation to help make a difference in a 

minority government. 
 

She was the point person for many of the undertakings that marked the success of the      

Pearson era. Her achievements contributed significantly to our national identity through  

legislation she championed while in cabinet. Judy LaMarsh became Minister of Health and Welfare responsible for 

the introduction of the Canada Pension Plan and she contributed to the creation of the Guaranteed Income Supple-

ment.  
 

It was in 1967 – 40 years ago – that she changed the life of every woman in Canada when she established the Royal 

Commission on the Status of Women. We still have not achieved her full vision of gender equality, nor have we    

implemented all the recommendations of the Commission.   
 

Hers is a legacy we can’t ignore. It’s a legacy that deserves recognition. It’s a legacy you help keep alive by organiz-

ing Judy events and by writing cheques to the Fund on a regular basis.   
 

In the coming months, we hope that all women’s clubs will consider organizing events to honour Judy LaMarsh and 

we’re here to help you do it. Visit our new Web site for event templates and event check lists. We have commitments 

from a number of women MPs to speak at your events. We also have an agreement with the Party that anyone who 

donates $1,000 to the JLM Fund will also become a Laurier Club member. 
 

Come and get reacquainted with Judy LaMarsh. Trail blazer? Definitely. Tireless champion of just causes?              

Incessantly. An important Canadian and one of the most important Liberal politicians in recent history?                  

Undoubtedly. But much of that recognition is up to us.  We have to recall her, we have to celebrate her and we have 

to encourage other Liberal women to follow her. We need to raise money for the JLM Fund so other Liberal women 

can make a difference too.  Visit the Web site.  Plan an event.  Give often.  Tell others about Judy LaMarsh and the 

great women in our Party. 

[Contact Us] 
 

National Women’s Liberal Commission 

81 Metcalfe Street, Suite 400 

Ottawa, ON  K1P 6M8  

Tel: 613-237-0740 
 

E-mail: mtrottier@liberal.ca 

Web site: www.nwlc-clfn.ca 
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[Get Reacquainted with Judy] 
 By Nancy Coldham, President of the Judy LaMarsh Fund 
 

Do you know Judy LaMarsh? You should.  This is the year she will be           

re-introduced to Liberals from coast-to-coast-to-coast.  The Judy LaMarsh 

(JLM) Fund is working with the NWLC and women’s caucus to reach out to 

Liberals. We’re raising money, raising profiles and raising the number of    

Liberal women candidates and MPs. It’s an exciting time. 
 

This past March, Isabel Metcalfe, a past candidate, was in a position to 

transfer to the Party the surplus from her campaign, a sum of $11,049.  She 

asked that the money be used to assist female candidates through the JLM 

Fund. This represents the single, largest contribution to the Fund since its 


